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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Background:
In accordance with Session Law 2014-122 (the Coal Ash Management Act of 2014), the Environmental Management Commission (EMC) has conducted a  review of its compliance boundary and corrective action rules in 15A NCAC 2L for clarity and consistency, and reported the results of this review to the Environmental Review Commission (ERC) on November 20, 2014.
In its review, the EMC identified five clarity or consistency issues in Rule 15A NCAC 2L .0106 that require this rule to be revised: (1)The use of the terminology “non-permitted” in 15A NCAC 2L .0106 to refer to some activities that in fact have permits; (2)Disagreement between the EMC and a recent court ruling over the interpretation of “immediate action to eliminate the source or sources of contamination,” and the relevance of 15A NCAC 2L .0106(f) to such action; (3)whether, in the context of the corrective action rule, a compliance boundary is applicable to facilities that are truly permitted, but are considered “non-permitted” under 15A NCAC 2L .0106(e); (4)the omission of permits issued under Chapter 130A of North Carolina General Statutes from the definition of “permitted” activities under rule 15A NCAC 2L .0106, even though such permits are given compliance boundaries under rule 15A NCAC 2L .0107; and (5)various technical corrections and updates to reflect the current organizational structure of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR). 
From this review, the EMC has determined that it is necessary to revise the Corrective Action rule 15A NCAC 2L .0106.
Summary of the Proposed Rule and Proposed Amendments:
Rule 15A NCAC 2L .0106 establishes requirements for corrective action for activities that result in groundwater contamination at levels in excess of the groundwater standards.  The proposed revision of would change the existing rule in five ways:
· Establish three categories of activities and corrective action requirements for each: Non-permitted, permitted on or after December 30, 1983, and permitted prior to December 30, 1983. 
· Clarify the rule by replacing “immediate” notification to DENR following discovery of groundwater contamination with a requirement to provide notification to DENR within 24 hours. 
· Replace the phrase “take immediate action to eliminate the source” of contamination with more specific requirements in 15A NCAC 2L .0106(f). 
· Clarify that persons conducting permitted activities must restore groundwater quality at or beyond the compliance boundary established for the permitted activity. 
· Make other minor technical changes to reflect the current organizational structure of DENR. 
How to Submit Comments
The purpose of this announcement is to encourage those interested in this proposal to provide comments. You may submit written comments, data or other relevant information by September 12, 2015. 
The EMC will hold two Public Hearings on this rule. Both will be held in the Archdale Building Ground Floor Hearing Room, 512 N. Salisbury St., Raleigh, NC 27604. The first will be on Monday, July 20, 2015 at 6:30 PM and the second will be on Thursday, September 10, 2015 at 6:30 PM.
The EMC is very interested in all comments pertaining to the proposed rule revisions. All persons interested in and potentially affected by the proposal are strongly encouraged to make comments. Written comments may be submitted to Evan Kane of the Water Planning Section at the postal address or e-mail address listed below. 

Evan Kane
Division of Water Resources
1611 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1611
CorrectiveActionRule@lists.ncmail.net
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