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Original Proposed Definition 

“Gravel” means a clean or washed, loose aggregate of small, rounded, water-worn or pounded 

stones from a lower limit of 0.08 inches up to 3.0 inches in size.  Gravel is not crushed stone or 

rock. 

 

Alternative Definition (preferred)  

 

“Gravel” means a clean or washed, loose, uniformly-graded aggregate of stones from a lower 

limit of 0.08 inches up to 3.0 inches in size.   

 

Rationale:   

• This alternative addresses several issues raised in the public comments: 1) Need to 

incorporate gradation into the definition; 2) Confusion around the terms “small,” 

“rounded,” “water-worn” and “pounded;” and 3) Conflict between the exclusion of 

“crushed stone or rock” and the fact that gravel, as defined here, could be produced by 

washing crushed stone and sorting it into uniform sizes. 

• The term “uniformly-graded” is added to this alternative definition. In a uniformly-

graded aggregate, most of the aggregate particles are of approximately the same size.   

Uniformly-graded aggregates have a high percentage of void space as compared to well-

graded aggregate and they don’t compact as easily; therefore, uniformly-graded 

aggregate will have greater permeability.  Aggregate that is used for roadways and 

parking is typically well-graded and will not be captured by this definition. The term 

“uniformly-graded” is unambiguous and is well recognized by industry.  As such, it will 

allow for consistent application of the regulation. 

• We retain the size limits in this alternative definition for consistency with the NRCS 

“Field Book for Describing and Sampling Soils” and the American Association of State 

Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) soil classification system. 

• In this alternative definition, it is unnecessary to specify that the stones be “small, 

rounded, water-worn or pounded” as the size limit and gradation requirement are 

sufficient to ensure that the “gravel” will be highly permeable.  

• The sentence “Gravel is not crushed stone or rock” is removed to avoid the conflict 

described above. 

• This alternative definition does not address comments about other factors such as soil 

type, placement, installation method, and use.  We acknowledge that these factors are 

important, and they will be examined in detail during the permanent rulemaking 

process.   
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